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Honour and Prerogative 
r 


QU EEN's Majeſty 


V indicated and Defended, Oc. | 


SIR. 


Am an Old Whig. a5 1 dwell in a po- 
pulous part of the Country where our 

Converſation is with publick Affairs in 
proportion to our Capacity, as it is with you 
in London. We have our Intelligence from 
Abroad as well as you, tho' a Poſt or two 
later: As to the Court, the Government, 


the Miniſtry, and the publick Adminiſtrati- 


on; the Peace, the Way Cc. we hear the 
Reſult of Things, tho' we ſee them not in 
Agitation; and we converſe with our Friends 
from the Army and Fleet, our Members of 
Parliament; and other Friends in the Receſ- 
ſes and Intervals of their Campagus and 


Seſſions, and are ſometimes inform d from 


chem of the Reaſons of Things, and how... © 
you in the City go on. 
4 2 We 
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We have Whig and Tory among us as you 
have, only I think, if there is any Difference, 
we are bleſſed with a little more Temper 
here than you are at London in our Party- 
Diſputes, and we do not let our Debates of 
theſe Matters break into our Converſation, 
much leſs into our Charity and Friendly 
Neighbourly Behaviour one to another, as 


we hear it does among you at London. 


Ia this mannerly ſociable way of Conver- 


fing one with another, we have been very 


much beholding to your diverting Paper; for 


frequently, when any two or more of our 


Neighbours began to be warm in their ſet- 
tling the State, and the reſt of us have ap- 
prehended that it might go too far; you have 
been our Cure for thoſe Excurſions, and the 
reſt would cry, Came have done with theſe 
Things, adjourn your>Debate till you have 
more Temper, Come, let us read the Guardian: 
Then the Muſick of your Tongue like Da- 
vid's Harp has allay'd the Storm, the Sea of 
Words would grow Calm, and the Evil Spi- 
rit of Contention went out from among us. 


Nor, Sir, was it any hindrance to our Edi- 


Nude that we knew very well, 


1 


as the greateſt part of the Wit and 


Humour we find in your Paper was not your 
own, | Or, N 


2. That E were not always an Exempli- 
2 e Morals you recommended. 
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We have had Charity enough to hide the 


Infirmities of our Inſtructors, and to take 
the Benefit of what was bright, without 


Searching too far into the Dark ſide of 
that ſpoke it. 


Thus, Sir, while you preſervd the Neu; 


trality of your Paper, and wiſely avoiding to 


engage in the Party- ſtrife of the Age apply - 
ed your ſelf to be both profitable and pleaſant 
to all ſides; every Body valu'd and lov'd you, 


and you were made uſeful, both to the De- 


light and Inſtruction of thoſe that read your 
Papers. | 


I freely own, I often read you with Plea- | 


ſure, for we that were Whigs, as we knew 


you are alſo a Whig, valud our ſelves upon 


finding the Tories ſubmitting to the Charm 


of your Pen, and giving an Authority to what 


you ſaid, even becauſe you ſaid it. | 
But when your Guardian of the jth of Au- 
gait came down among us, it is impoſſible 


to expreſs to you the Confuſion it put us all 


in, as well Whig, as Tory. 


We Whigs were more eſpecially Agitated 
with the two tormenting Paſſions of Same 
and Grief, in your behalf. The Tories, who as 
I hinted above, were till now Men of Temper, |} 


and maſtering themſelves by good Mennersand | 


Neighbourly. Behaviour, would ſometimes 


ſuffer you to be Moderator among them; now 
few out into a juſt Rage, and upbraided us| 
allwith what, till now, we had kept them 


off 


* - 
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off from (viz.) That it was the Principle of 
the Whigs to Inſult the Government. k 

We that are Whigs here in the Country 
having been ſtrangers to ſuch things as theſe, 
began to queſtion with our ſelves, whether 
we were right Whigs or no. It was always 
our Principle, that we had a right to our 


+ Conſtitution. That the juſt Execution of the 


Laws was our Property. That to Invade or 


Diſpence with them by Arbitrary Power was 


| an AQ of Tyranny, and might be legally 


oppoſed. We believ'd the Parliamentary Li- 
mitation of the Crown, lawful and juſt, and 
that the Ilaſtrious Houſe of Hanover are right- 


fully and legally Heirs in Tail of the Imperial 


Crown of theſe Kingdoms, and that by Ver. 
tue of this Parliamentary Limitation, the 


Queen whoſe Right is alſo Hereditary is our 


only rightful, lawful and undoubted Sove- 


| | reign, 


Yet it was always our Practiſe as Whigs, and 


| | we believ'd it our Duty as Engliſhmen to ſub- 


mit to Her Majeſty's juſt Goverment, to re- 
cognize Her Authority, and to pay the ut- 


| moſt Duty and Regard to Her Perſon. And 
however we may not have been of thoſe who 


have the moſt approv'd the Meaſures of the 


| preſent Managers, or been glad of the Re- 
4 | moval of the laſt; yet we never thought it 
FE | our Bulinefs to afſault the Miniſtry, who 


ad, in the publick Adminiſtration, much 


4 lefsto attack the Queen's Perſon with Inde. 


cencies 
N 


that God who guides the World would di- 
rect Her Majeſty to ſuch Meaſures as ſhould | 


* _ _ 


cencies and undutiful Behaviour of any kind: 
Submitting to the Government which we 


live under, we pray'd for better Times ; 


Iſſue in the Good of Her People, the Safety 
of Religion, and his own Glory: And tho? 
we were none of the Forwardeſt for a Peace, 


things ſtanding as we were told in ſuch | 
Poſture, that a War might have been more 
to the general Advantage; yet as Her Ma- 
jeſty thought otherwiſe, Peace is always de- 


firable to trading Nations; and truſting in 


Her Majeſty's Wiſdom and Her Care for the | 


good of Her People; We, tho' Whigs, acqui- 


eſced in the Peace, always allowing the Queen | 


had an undoubted Right by the Conſtitution I} 
to make Peace and War without being ac» 
countable for the Conditions. 1 

The Tories indeed uſed. to upbhraid us 


with being Turbulent, Uneaſy under Govern» | 


ment, of Commonwealth-Principles, Lovers 
of Faction, and I know not what; but our 
Behaviour teſtifying for us, that we liv'd 
agreeable to the aboveſaid Principles; we al- 
ways juſtified thoſe Principles by our Practiſe, 


and they began to entertain differing Noti- 


ons of us, by the Moderation and Temper | 


which they found we behay'd with; inſo- 


much that many of thoſe who were call'd 
Tories became moderate on their (ide alſo, 


ackgowledging that they were no Enemies 


| 
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to Liberty if rightly ſtated; that in a due Me. 
dium between the Prerogative of the Crown 
and the Property of the Subject conſiſted 
the true Felicity of Goverment, and that the 
due Execution of the Laws was the only 
{ Safety of all our Eſtates. 
Thus Moderation in Principles acting both 
ſides, our Differences leſſen'd every Day, and 
Charity began to take place; though we 
have many Tories, yet we have no Jacobites 
among vs; and we differ'd with leſs Heat 
than we find you do at London by a great 
deal. Nor, Sir, could all the Party-writers 
of the Town enflame us, but we began to 
look upon them with the juſt Contempt 
| |! which Incendiaries deſerve. 
It is you alone that have ſpoil'd all this 
EE | Harmony 3 you alone, Sir, was able to do it; 
1 you that had obtain'd the good Opinion off 
both ſides, you that were, 4 above, our con- 
ſtant Moderator, you who our affected Wits| 
and Polititians ſtood in awe of, and who wef 
that are Whigs boaſted of; you alone have 
| -blown up all our Society, made your Friends 
aſham'd of you, made the moderate Men hate 
you, and the warmer Tories triumph ove 
us in your Infirmity. Now they upbraid us 
with the Guardian; they tell us 'tis in the 
Nature of a Whig to be ungrateful, to in 
ſult their Sovereign, to fly in the Face of Go 
vernment, and to trample upon the Preroga 
tive of the Crown; Thea. they Wr 
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(9) __ 
the dreadful Paper you have writ, Here, 
ay they, read your Oracle, your Gaardias, 
your Favourite ! ſee how the Villain -treats 
the beſt of Sovereigns, the beſt Miſtreſs to 
him, whoſe Bread he has eaten, and who has 
kept him from a Goal! Read it again, ſay 
they: Put it into Exgliſb, ſaid a Neighbour 
mine to me, come make the beſt of it | then 
he reads the abominable Language as follows. 

The Britiſb Nation EXPECT), &. An 
© again, The Britiſb Nation EXPECT the 
©;mmediate Demolition of Dunkirk, And a 

third time, with a Tone of threatniog, The 
© Britiſh Nation EXPECT it. See the 
Guardian, Auguſt 7, 1713. 

I would fain have pleaded for you, that 
this was not to be underſtood to be ſpoken 
to or pointed at the Queen, but to the People 
of Dazkirk, and I ſearch'd the whole Paper 
for ſomething to have brought you off with 
that way. OED TIES 

But it would not do, they laugh'd at me: 
How could it be ſpoken to him, ſay they? 
his Memorial is to the Queen, and if it ſhould 
be directed to Monſieur Taggbe it would be 
ſtill worſe; for that would be to talk thus 
Wto him, viz. What do ye Petition the Queen 
for? We tell you, The Britiſh Nation will 
not ſuffer it, the Queen dares not do it, fot. 
the Britiſh Nation EXPECT it be inne- 
ga diately Demoliſh'd, This ſtop'd my Mouth 
uf indeed, with reſpect to _ part of the Ex- 


cule 


| 


(100 


cuſe, and then they went on with me: Come, 
ſays my Neighbour, if you cannot put it into 


1 words, I'll do it for you. 


* The Britiſh Nation EXPECT the im. 
© m:aiate Demolition of Dunkirk. . 
We ali know Her Majeſty has Poſſeſſion 
of Dunkirk, and tho? the work is to be done 
by the French, Her Majeſty may appoint the 
Day. Now, ſays he, read the words. 
W hat is it but thus? 5 
| © Look you, Madam, Your Majeſty had beſt 
© take care that Dunkirk be Demoliſh'd, or 
6 elſe, &c. OH a . 
And again; 
Madam! WE EXPECT, and we would 
© have you take Notice that we expect it, that 


ff © Dunkirk be Demoliſh'd, and that imme- 


© diately. 
Juſt thus an Imperious Planter at Barba- | 
does ſpeaks to a Negro Slave, Look. you, | 
« Sirrah, I expect this Sugar to be ground, | 
and look to it that it be done forthwith. Tis 
© enough to tell you I EXPECT it, or 
© elſe, &c. and then he holds up his Stick at 
© him, Take what follows. | 
With what patience, Mr. Steele, can any 
Man read this? and with what Face could 
- you ſuffer ſuch an Expreſſion to paſs from 


| || you into the World? This has put a Damp 
upon the good Opinion wiſe Men have of 


you; thoſe that valued you before, abhor 
and deteſt you; Nay, I muſt be plain with 
: . you, 


ba- 

ou, 
1nd, 
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you, the Whigs, who have any good Meaning, 


think you a Traytor to them, and that you 
have done it to expoſe them; and it is in their 
juſt Defence that I write you this Letter, 
Either you did this as a Whig or as a Tory ; 
if as a Tory, then you are a Renegade and 
a Counterfeit ; for it is not unknown to us 
that you always call'd your ſelf a Whig: If 
as a Whig, either you thought it would pleaſe 
the Whigs or diſpleaſe them: If you ſuppo- 
ſed it would pleaſe them, you paſs'd the 
greateſt Satyr on them in the World; de- 
{cribing them to be Perſons who could Inſult 
their Queen, and Affront their Sovereign in 
the groſſeſt manner in the World, and accept, 
juſtifie, applaud, or be pleaſed with you in 


doing ſo: If you ſuppoſed it would diſpleaſe 


them; what had the Whigs done to Mr. 
Steele that he ſhould chuſe to do a thing which 
he knew would (through him) be -charg'd 
upon them ? and what could he expect but 
that all the Whigs in England, who would 
not be thought willing to join in ſuch an In- 


ready to fly in Her Face, would publickly 

diſown him in it, and proteſt their Innocence, 

by expreſſing their Deteſtation of the Fact? 
But this is not all——Not content with 


Bullying Her Majeſty in the threatning man- 


ner aforeſaid, 


My Neighbour the Tory, I told you of, bids 


read on; look here, ſays he, and read. 
B 2 Now 


ſult of Her Majeſty, and who would not be 


e n n 


R 


Now ſhall I put this into Exgliſb for you, 
ſays he; then he reads it in his Stile, as fol- 
lows : '/ 

* Look you, Madam, I muſt tell you, 
The People of Britain expect Dunkirk 
* ſhould be Demoliſh'd, and you had beſt 
* ſee and ler it be done, and that quickly 
© too; for we know the time mentioned in 
the Articles is expired, and you have own'd 
that the Equivalent is already put into the 
French King's Hand: Therefore pray let us 
have no more Excuſes, but let it be done 
out of hand you had beſt, or elſe take what 
* follows. | Fen 

Really, Mr. Steele, T cannot ſay he does 
you any Wrong in the Conſtruction, or that | 
the Senſe of your Words are at all ſtrain'd in 
it; nor can you, I fear, with all your Wit 
and Fancy, no nor the whole Claſs of Aſſi- 
ſtants who write for you, put any other Gloſs] 
or Conſtruttion upon them. | 

And what can we ſay, think you, in your 
behalf? Or what Remedy have we as Whigs 
but in our own juſt Vindication, to declare 
we Abhor and Deteſt the Treating the 
Queen after ſuch a manner? And indeed 1 
could not bur join heartily ina Propoſal made 
by a very Honeſt Whig and a Diſſenting 
Miniſter in our Town, with which all our 
Neighbours willingly cloſed, (vi. That in 
token of our hearty Reſentment, and as an 
Expreſſion of our Concern for ſuch = Af- 

"MM ront 


have any Regard to Her Majeſty's Perſon, or 
pay any Duty to Her Government. 


tenc'd your Paper to be thrown into the 


Wceived into our Town; and, if Mr. Szeels 
Ipimſelf had been here, though perhaps we 


Jof our Conduct before and at this unhappy 


— ——_—_—. 


Eng} 
ront being offer'd to the Perſon and au- 
hority of the Queen, we ſhould give it un- 
der our Hands, That it was a ſcandalous 
ontempt put upon Government it ſelf, an 
ndutiful Behaviour to Her Majeſty, and an 
nexampled Inſolence and Ingratitude in the |} 
\ uthor of the Gardian, who at the ſame tine 
s entertained in Her Majeſty's Service, and 
2ats Her Bread, and who therefore ought | 
o be Deſpiſed and Contemn'd by thoſe who 


This Sentence being paſs'd, hangs up in 
dur Coffee- Room; at which time we ſen- 


Houſe of Office, and never more to be re- 
might have been prevailed with not to put | 
him in with it, yet we ſhould not have failed 


to have told him he deſerv'd it. 


Having thus given you ſome Account, Sir, 


Occaſion, give me leave, Sir, with as much | 
Temper as fo Infamous an Action will admit, 
to Expoſtulate with you concerning the Rea- 
ſon and Juſtice, the Honour and Prudence of 
this prepoſterous Step which you have ſur- 
priz d your Friends with. 355 
And &rſt, Sir, tho' we that are Whigs 
were never for extending the Prerogative - | 
: „ 
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(14) 
the Crown too far, or ſo far as to have it 
Oppreſs, or Encroach upon the native 
Rights, Privileges and Properties of the Sub- 
ett ; yet neither can we approve of the Sub- 
ject making open and inſolent Invaſions upon 
the Prerogatives of the Crown, but have 
always allow'd that as the Learned Bracton 
ſays in his Stating the Exgliſb Conſtitution, 
The Sefety of Engliſhmen conſiſts in 4 juſt Bal. 
lance, being maintaind between the Peoples 
Rights and the Royal Prerogative ; and as we all 
allow that it is the undoubted Prerogative of the 
Prince to make Peace and War, ſo the Condi- 
tions of that Peace are entirely in Her Majeſty's 


Ir is true, the Privy-Council or the Par- 
liament, which are the Hereditary Counſel- 
lors of the Sovereign, may, by Addreſs, De- 
fire or Petition, apply to Her Majeſty to 


have ſuch or ſuch Things conſider'd, provi- 


ded for, or provided againſt in any Treaty; 
hut it would be a New and Unparliamentary 
Language for either Houſe, in ſuch Repre- 
ſentation, to uſe ſuch Inſulting Language as 
you take upon you to Print in your Guar- 
dian: And pray, Sir, what think you would 
it have look'd like, if before the Treaty the 


Two Houſes ſhould have come with an Ad- 
dreſs, and ſaid abruptly as you have done? 


Madam! We underſtand You are Treat- 


* 


« Ing of a Peace with France, and we let You 


* knowl 


- 
5 
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know that the People of Great Britain EX. 
PECT Duzkirk ſhall be Demoliſh'd, as 
one of the Conditions; and therefore pray 
look to it that it be done, for we tell Lon 


again we EXPECT IT. 


We deſire to know of Mr. Guardian what 


e thinks Queen Flizabeth, who he will al- 


ow was a Glorious Queen, would have ſaid 
o ſuch an Addreſs ? 2 


Then ſuppoſe that after the Peace was 


ade, and Her Majeſty, in Obedience to 
er Subjects, had Condition'd that Dankerk 


ould be Demoliſh'd, the Parliament, im- 


patient of Delay, ſhould come again and Ad- 
Ireſs thus: 


© Madam! We find that though You had 
made it an Article of the Peace that Dan- 


kirk ſhould be Demoliſhed, yet it is not 


done, tho? the time is Expired, and that 
You have own'd the Equivalent required 
for it is already put into the French King's 
Hand; wherefore we come to tell Your 
Majeſty, That we Expect it ſhould be done 
according to the Treaty, and we Expect 


it be done quickly too, without any more 


Excuſes or Delay; and therefore take Care, 
of it at Your Peril, for we tell You again 
we EXPECT II. 


Pray, 


— 2... rr — — 2 . 
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Pray, Mr. Steele, be ſo Ingenuous as to tell 

me whether this be Parliamentary Language, 
and what You think would be the Conſe. 

quence if a Parliament ſhould Addreſs the 

Sovereign in ſuch a manner? 

| But if your Bluſhes will not ſuffer you to do 

this, then pray tell me whether, If upon ſuch 

an undutiful Addreſs the Sovereign ſhoult 

tel] them plainly, ; 
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1. That they behav'd themſelves in an Un 
parallel'd and Unparliamentary Way. 

2. That no other Anſwer ſhould be given 
to them till they conſider'd better of rhe! 
Duty, and the juſt Prerogative of the Crown 


And ſhould thereupon Diſſolve them, an 
by Declaration acquaint the Nation of thi 
Reaſon of it What think you, Mr. Sree/ 
Would the People refent that Treatment o 
the Sovereign, and think thoſe Men un wor 
thy ever to repreſent a Loyal, Dutiful Na 
| tion any more, Or would they not? 

I do not give this Simily of a Parliament 
| - cting thus, to intimate or ſuggeſt that it 
wpoſſible a Parliament of Britain can ever | 
il ſuppos'd capable to act fo by Her Majeſty 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


But to introduce/this Queſtioa to you, M. 
Steele, viz. That if it would look thus, and b 
ſo reſented in a Parliament; How do yo 
think it becomes you, and how does it loo 
in a ſingle Subject, and a Subject under ſuc 
. Oblig 


„ 
bligations .tq, the Clemency and Goodneſs 
of your Sovereign as you-are 2 Pray, 
Mr. Steele, give your ſelf leave to think of 
his a little When you are in your eaſie Chair, 
and after you have ſtroak'd your Cat. 

In the next place, Will you conſider «little 
n what a frightful Figure you have repre. 
ſented all your Friends the Whies, that they 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to approve of your Con- 
uct in this Matter; and how you put them 
under a Neceſſity of vindicating themſelves, 
by proteſting their Innocence, and proſeſſing 
their Abhorrence of ſo groſs a Breach both of 
Juſtice and Reſpect ? 3 
But to come a little cloſer to the Point; 
pleaſe you to let us examine the Reaſon and 

Juſtice of the Thing. 


0 tel 
rape, 
onle« 


the 


to do 
ſuch 
10ulc 


1. The Reaſon of it. All that is pretend- 
ed yet is, That there is a Paper handed about, 
being an Application from the Inhabitants 
of Dazxkirk to Her Majeſty, to ſpare their 
Na Harbour. Bo 


| What is this to the Queen? Has Her Ma- 
it Nieſty taken any one Step yet towards granting 
it? Why, muſt the Queen be attack'd with 
ſuch Inſolence, and be told in terrorem, That 
* the People of Great Britain EXPECT Dun- 
* kirk [ball be demoliſhed? 1 
And what if they do expect it? and that 
Her Majeſty, juſtly provok'd by this Inſult, 
. ſhould | 


#4: 4. 


| | . : | 
ſhould anwfer thus, I did purpofe to have it 
Demoliſhed, but ſince you think to Terrify 
and Bully me into it, I think I am obliged to 
let ſuch Subjects know their Duty, and that T 
am not to be Commanded or Threatned into 
it; and therefore, altho”-I did not reſolve to 
do fo before, yet I have granted the Dunkirkers 
Requeſt for that only Reaſon. 1 
Should Her Majeſty act thus, I demand of 


you, Mr. Steele, 


1. What Law would Her Majeſty Break, 
Diſpenfe with, or Sufpend ? 8 
2. What Step beyond Her Royal Power 
and juſt Prerogative would She take? | 

3. What would Great Britain owe to the 
Inſolence of You, and the Cabal that em- 


1178 ploy'd you, for provoking Her Majeſty to ſo 


juſt a Refentment, and what Treatment 
would you expect for it? 


T further put a Query to you, which if you 
pleaſe to anſwer Categorically, and give juſt 
Authority for it, it will give great Light to 
me in the Meaſures of my Allowance to the 
Prerogative of the Sovereign. 3 

If the Right of making Peace, and conſe- 
— the Conditions of it, are the undoubted 
{ Prerogative of the Wvereign, is it not equally 

in Her Majeſty's Power legally to abate, dif- 
penſe with, or go from any particular Article, 
or Clauſe of an Article of OR of 
| that 


ve it - ( 199 
rrify What Peace after it is made, if Her Majeſt 
ed to hiaks it fit, or chin e f for the Interel 
at I Wand Advantage of Her People, and the Per- 


into Mon with whom that Treaty is made, ſhall 


e to give Conſent. thereunto ? 
ers ¶ If this is Lawful, then upon what Foun- 
Nation of Right do you invade Her Ma- 
1d of Weſt y's Prerogative, in your Threatning Unex- 
zmpled ; Libel ; wherein, without acknow- 


edging - any Branch of that Right, you 


eak, Wy in the Face of, Her Perſon, and tell 


er, with an Air of unſufferable Inſult, ſuch | 


wer Ws never any Parliament ever yet ventur'd to 
do, That the People of Britain EXPECT 
Po and So, with a non obſtante to Her Maje- 
y's Right; as if She ought not to Deny what 
hey however Unjuſtly pretend to Demand, 
or durſt not inſiſt upon that Right, when they 
expect ſhe ſhould give it up to a Mob? 

On the other hand, if it is not lawful for 


he Prince to recede from any Clauſe or Thing 
juſt agreed on in a Treaty, &c. Why then ſhould 
at to e accept the Priviledge, and expect the 


rench King ſhould conſent to it, which is 


ually Wuable Advantage to Great Britain, and what 
, dif- he Datch have in vain ſtruggled for; yet 
ticle, Is contrary to the expreſs Words and Condi- 
ns of ions of the Treaty of Peace, which ſays, The 


rade ſhall be reſtored to the Condition it 
bs C 2 85 Was 
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granted us to ſend Two Ships containing 
ne thouſand two hundred Ton of Goods to 
e Spaniſh Weſt Indies; which, tho? an inva- 
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to tell the Queen ſhe not do it, 
Threaten Her Majeſty if She ſhould'difpenſ; 


— W * 


— — — 


was in, in the Reign of King Charles II. o 


Spain, and which, Condition Her Majeſty 
abates, or conſents to alter in favour of He! 


Now altho' there does not appear the leaf 


Inclination in the Government to Omit o 


Diſpenſe with the demoliſhing of Dunkirk 
and the Application of the Duykirkers, re 
lates only to the preſerving their Harbour 


not at all relpertigg the Fortifications ; yet 


e Shall not do it, te 


with it, or delay it; and to talk to Her j 
ſuch a Tone as is equal to the Maſter's Holdin 
up his Staff or Whip to his Slave; when at 
the ſame time it is Abſolutely, and by thi 
Right of the Conſtitution, lodg'd in Hel 
Majeſty's Breaſt to do in it as She, {hall fe 


Cauſe : This is ſuch an Attempt, that as we 


as you are read in Hiſtory, Mr. Steele, I ma) 
Challenge you to give me One Precedent fo 
it in all the Ages of our Conſtitution, ever 
the Rebellion it ſelf not excepted. _ 

For theſe Reaſons, we that are Whips an 
as careful of, and faithful to the Conſtitutio! 


| as it is poſſible for us to be, yet allowing, a 
before, That the Right of the Sovereign ant 


of the Subject, ought to be equally Sacred, an 


that the Safety of both conſiſts in a due Ba 
lance being preſerv'd between them; we ca 


no more juſtify you in ſuch an Undutifo 
Behaviour to Her Majeſty, which is a Breac 


ps ane 
itutiol 
ing, 4 


gn an 
2d, ant 


ue Bal 


We Cal 


dutif 
Breac 
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pf the Conſtitution of the People's fide, than 
e could juſtify the late King James in his Ar- 
bitrary Invaſion of the Laws, which was a 
Breach of the Conſtitution on the Crown's 
+ trons "XY Lge 
I meddle not here with the Queſtion it ſelf, 
Vhether Dankirk ſhall be demoliſhed or no? 
Her Majeſty will, no doubt, determine that 
as ſhall be for the Advantage of Great Bri- 
ain; only I muſt confront you with one Au- 
thor of our own fide, viz. The Flying-Poſt. 


MW hen the demoliſhing Dazkirk was mention- 


ed in one of the Heads, which Her Majeſty 


Wacquainted the Parliament was agreed on for 


the Peace, and we in the Country thought it 


Ma Thing of very great Conſequence to Bri- 


tain, and a great Article gain'd : The faid 


Author of the Fhing- Poſt, to leſſen the Value 


pf that Article, repreſented it not to be of fo 


great Conſequence as was boalted; for that 


the French were making Graveling as ſtrong, 
and would have as good a Harbour there, 
nay, and deeper Water than at Dazkzirk. 
Now when tlie demoliſhing Duzkirk is to 
have more Streſs laid upon it than ordinary, 
you tell us it will be removing France ſeveral 
Hundred Miles further from us, which can- 
not be, if the Fhing - Poſt be true. 

1 know you will ſay, the Author of the 
Flying- Poſt is an Ignorant, Scandalous Fellow, 
and that what he has ſaid may ſtand for no- 
thing, but that what you now ſay is true. wes 

this 


Author of the Gaardian only, the hand con. 
veying it to the Town, like the Voratious 


Party ſhould ſuggeſt it ſhould be true of both. 


pect it ſhould be granted, that you know beſt. 


your own Reputation I ſee no Remedy or 


from that known part of your Character, 


Jou have indeed another Plea, how far 
it may ſtand you in ſtead I cannot judge at 


F 

this Hying- Poſt is on our ſide, and we ſhould 
not Covet, however true it may be, to bring 
our ſelves into the Neceſſity of owning, while 
we have but two Whig-Writers, that one of 
them is a Lying Raſcal, leaſt the oppoſite 


I hope, Mr. Steele, by that time you have 
read thus far, you will be convinced and own 
your ſelf in the Wrong; that you will make 
L*amend Honorable, as far as you are capable 
to do it, and humbly fly to Her Majeſty's 
Clemency for Pardon: But how you can ex- 


In the mean time you have done an irre- 
parable Injury to us your Friends; and as to 


Recovery for that, but in your Repentance. 
ladeed I have entertain d ſome hopes of 
you, and have ſpoken it in your Favour 


vi.) that your Practice is juſt the reverſe 
of your Inſtructions to others ; which Cha- 
racter, tho? it may loſe you ſomething in the 
Article of your Morals, will make you full 
amends in that of your Loyalty to your 
Prince, and eſpecially of your Gratitude t9 
your Royal Benefactreſs. 


<A. 


this Diſtance, viz. That you are not the 


Veal! 
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Beaſt at Baiton's, who hands things to you as 


uld ine old Prieſts of Diana did to the Oracle, and 
ing hy whom again the Devil anſwer'd, and de- 
hile{Muded the World. 1 
e of This we always knew, and could eaſily 
ite hiſtinguiſh by the Dulneſs, when Mr. Steele 
th. poke in his own Language, and when an- 


ther Man's. Now this will excuſe you very 
uch, when you are charg'd with any thing 
hich has too much Wit to be your own 
Performance :. But in Villany and Treaſon 
his will not do, fince in putting off baſe Mo- 
ey, the Coiner indeed is the Original Offen- 


Her; but the Payer of it for good Silver is 


wre-Mhe Criminal, who the Law takes hold of, and 
as cowill puniſh, unleſs he deliver himſelf, by 
ly orffiproving who he had it from. „ 

ice. W Good Mr. Steele, be ſo juſt to your Coun- 
es Olffery, as to let the honeſt People of Stock- 
Lvourſr:dze know who the Gentleman who they 
ter, re deſired to Chuſe to. Repreſent them in 
verſeFParliament is, and how he has Treated the 
Cha-Wueen their Sovereign in Print; and tho? I 


now your Election is neceſſary to you, to 
u fullProte& you from ybur juſt Debts, which you 
your re or might be able enough to pay; yet in ge- 

erous Juſtice to your Country, rein you 


ave ſhewn great Inclination to ſerve in other 
aſes, you can do no leſs than let them know 
ow the Caſe ſtands, and if they will Chuſe 


Jou afterwards, none can be blamed but 


] con Whemſelyes, 


FINIS. 


